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DED CRIMINALS MAK.

Been Fighting Their Battles in the Streets —The Old
Time Gangs Different—Ex-Inspector "Alexander S. |
Williams Speaks of the Evil and the Remedy |

By DAVID A. CURTIS
ANY things have contributed

to the growth of the gangs

in New York in recent years.

The automobile has been a
factor in it. The reactionary influence
of the new law against carrying weapons
has something to do with it, experts say
‘The systemization of white slavery and
the organization of cadets have helped it.
‘I''e influx of undesirable immigration
has been, if not a cause, certainly a favor-
ing influence.

All these and more of the changed con-
ditions of life in New York city have
brought about the state of affaira which
resulted in the late extraordinary out-
hreak of gung violence in the streets of
the city. 'The police, smarting under
criticism, are quick to assert that the

achievement by association, Their crim-
inality is of the desperate sort, not nm]
petty thievery and boisterous mischiof |
that characterized the gangs of former |
days in New York city, but bold deflance
of the lawand {te authority and the open
purpose of levying tribute on the com-
munity. It is In this fashion that the
gangs of to-day are differentiated from !
those of the last generation. |
Of the actual details of their organiza- i
tion no man oustide their ranks can tell |
much. They do not betray their secrets
and seldom tell anything even about the
officers and members of rival gangs.
But there is no doubt that they have such
organizations, well drilled and welded
together by a common interest in plans
of plunder. |
No single member of any one of these |
bands is ever at a loss to commagnd the |
|
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Magistrates fail to uphold them in their
efforts to etamp out the evil, but the root
of the matter lies deeper, pay men who
have mude a study of the matter.

Gangs and battles hetween gangs are
no pew thing in New York city. It is
said that the preerent situation is more
acute than any before known and that
the outhreak ia the worst on record. It
18 certainly bad enough, but thero are
those who will pay that it Is not ae bad
as things have been before,

When a private quarrel between gang
leuders {s rought to be settled by muderr
on the eteps of the Criminal Courts Build-
ing in full sight of many policemen, and

means of accomplishing a crime, or help
that may be neceessary to escape the con-
sequences of it. Their single virtue is
that they seem to be loyal to one another,
even to the point of death, and a squealer
among them {is rare. If now and again
one turns traitor he is outlawed by his
fellows and extremely liable to sudden
death.

There have been riots in New York
that weresometimes confounded with gang

half of the nineteenth century was the

Iomhrmk of jealousy on the part of the

admirers of Edwin Forrest against his

when prisoners continue their efiorts to | the work of a gang.

kill in tho back rooms of the police gtation
to which they have been taken under

| The draft rlots of the eivil war undoubt-

edly offered an opportunity for some of

arrest it would seem as if a climax had | the gangs of the city to indulge in lawless

been reached, but the history of the gangs
of New York past and present is full of
climaxes, and some have been coneidered
as bad or worse thap this, though they
have been different. It is an interesting
story and the latest chapter s by no
means the least interesting

The gung leaders, for thera can he no

gangs without captaing, who are now niost |

in the public eye differ from the averags

| violence, but the gangs did not make the
| riots, nor did they play a very conspicuous

part in it.
The twa Tompkins Square riots, so
called, were neither of them the result

{of anythingremotely akin to gang warfare,

nor did they come about through any-
shing like gang organization.
There have been, however, disturb-

,ances in the streets that could fairly

citizen far more than might be supposed ' he called riots and which oceurred through
if their criminal character nlone is con-|the clashing of rival gangs. Such a one

msidered. The police, who certainly know

ywas the historio battle between the Dead

more about them: than anyhody else, | Rabbits and the Plug Ugliea and the

assort that they are almost without ex-
oaption forelgners, or if horm on Amer-
ican soil are the sons of immigrants,
‘The particular war that broke out hetween
two gangs recently was between the fol-
Inwers of Jack Sirocco and Jimmy Kelly,
whose real name is said to be Vineenzo di
Kilvio, for gungstera have a curious hahit
of assuming ill fitting aliases, mostly
Irish in round. The general belief is that
tha present trouble s a small race war
hetwenn [talians and Jews. This may not
be entirely accurate as a line of division,
but it is certain that in almost every in-
wtance in which there has been an uttemypit
At murder the oflender 18 known to be
Io:;:l‘;gu extlraction,
ere is significance In the addit

fact that the oan

( without exception, crimipals, if not by

!equally famous fight of the Dead Rab-
! bits and the Bowery gang, both of which | without exception—was a

happened about the time of the war
hetween the North and the Bouth and
both in the newighborhood of the lower
end of the Bowery.

the worst of the old time gangs. It had
among ite members many of the crimi-
nals who infested the old Five Points
and made that neighborhood one of the
most un#avory elums on earth, It waa
commonly said to have boeen composed
lof the following of & noted politician
of the time, Tom Coakley by name, (er-

of | tuinly he was the acknowledged leader | fighting was almost never

.U' it in the two battles referred to, It
[numbered hundreds of members and

gangaters of to-day are all, | was & valuable aseot to o politician,

The Plug Uglies came from Baltimore,

where they ranked on about the same
level in the community as the Dead Rab-
bits. Baltimore was at that time rabidly
| secenaionist in sentiment, and In some
way factional bitterness so added to the
jealousy that existed as to the compara-
tive notoriety of the two organizations
| that the Plug Uglies came in a body to
!.\'nw York for the express purpose of
| fighting, and they were accommodated.
Accounta of the battla varv and noth-

work. Tha Artor place riots in the early | ing was ever known of the actual losses |
on either side, Lut it was a tidy fight, |
though not much powder was burned. |

The gangs fought with clubs, stones

|f0l't'[ﬂn rival Macready. But it was not ' and fists, and much blood was spllled,

| though the fatalities were faw,

| A similar encounter was the one with
the Bowery gang, led by Fatty Walah,
afterward Warden of the Tombs prison
The Bowery boy of the time was a char-
acter not to be found anyvwhere to-day,
‘but then a plcturesque feature of New
York life, distinetive enough to he pre-

gented by Chanfrau, the actor, in a play
written to exploit the character,
He was a dandy in dress, wearing al-

| ways a red shirt, a plug hat and black

trousers and usually carrying his frock |

coat on his arm; but tighting was ones
of his favorita pasiimes and hea almost
alwayvs belonged to one of the volunteer
| fire companies of the city. The gang
! that was made up of theso reckless rojs-
terers—for that is what they were almost
formidable
lone, but not to be classed ns criminal
;in any way, though fairly to be called
jlawless. The battle with the Dead Rab-

: i | bits was hardly more than a spectacular
I'he lead Rahbita gang was porhaps ' publie entertainment, though the fight-

ing was desperate enough of its kind,
Then there were gangs with headquar-

ters in each flre houso. The rivalry

' between the old companies of the Voluns

| 80 keen that a fire turn out was
the occaslon of a street fight
of these outhiroaks are recorc

Hundreds
led. but the

| deadly weapons, and the o
of the present paid Fire Department
brought about the complete extinction
of all those gangs, -

Later came the formation of neighbor.
hood gangs, of which there have been
great numbera for many years and some
of which continue, after a fashion, Among

them may be mentioned the Cherry Hill .

gang, the Jones's Wrood gang, the Gas
House gang and the S8an Juan Hill gang.
All these have offered distinctive char-
acteristios and have given more or less
trouble to the authorities, though none
of them haa presented any such problem
as that of the Mafia or that of the organi-
zation of blackmailers which for a little
while past has made such serious trouble.

The oath bound secrets of the Mafla,
well known to exist, but hard to discover
and the equally woll guarded hidden

slavers present a variety of problems
which have not yet found satisfactory
solutions, but which have been brought
into prominence by the recent outbreak.

I'l'hnt these modern gangs exist has been
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men, who are prepared at all times to
use the latest firearms. The use of the
automobile is something which is usually
reckoned unavailable to men of moderate
means. Yet in every instance in which
a weapon is needed by a member of one
of these gangs he seems to be provided
with one, and the records show that
when it is desirable for him to make his
getaway in quick order there is always
an automobile at hand for his use.

A partial explanation at least of this
last fact has been offered by Police
Magistrate Joseph E. Corrigan when he
declares that many men who have been
arrested and brought before him charged
with various crimes ranging from pocket
pioking to burglary have shown him their
licenses as chauffeurs as proof of their
regular calling. He deduces that they
are affiliated with criminals and that
this aoccounts for the eass with which
the gun men obtain the use of an auto-
mobile whenever it is desirable to have
one.

He proposes that the licensing of
chauffeurs should be subject to the dis-
oretion of the Police Commissioner and
that good character should be a requisite
to the obtaining a license. Further he
proposes that if a chauffeur figures in
any way in a criminal charge he should
be held as a participant in the crime.
And if at any time he is shown to be a
crook his liconse should be revoked.

Few men in New York know more about
gangs past and present than former
Inapector of Police Alexander 8. Williams,
In his day his name was a terror to
gangsters, and now in the enjoyment of

'his leisure he keeps a close watch on

current events.

*The talk about the gangs of former
days in this city,” he said, “is mostly of
the yellow covered novel kind. There

| were hardly any of what were called |

methods of the so-called cadets and whita: gangs in those times that were worth

considering. The police broke them up
almoset as fast as they were formed, and

'even when they hung together after a|

fashion they were comparatively harm-
lesa.

|

York

' ‘em out alone. [ told them {f they looked
out for themselves they wouldn't be
brought in on stretchers, and none of
them was. But there were quite a num-
ber of other people brought in om
stretchera.

“I think what did more to break up
that particular gang than anything else,”
he continued with a smile, “was déne by
a man whose name I forget. 1 think he

was & German, and I reckon he didn't|

have a terrible lot of nerve. Anyhow
he went out on post one night and made
pretty good use of his revolver. Just
what happened | can't say, for in those
days a policeman was not required to
make such full reports every time he
fired a pistol as he has to do now, but the
gang was gcattered and pretty well
frightened, and we didn't have much
trouble with them afterward.

| “There was plenty of fighting among the
gangsters of course, but the most of it
was done with fiats. Il a weapon was
used it was most generally a stick or
a stone. It was very rarely that a pistol
was fired. In fact the pistol was no such
weapon in the old days as it is now.
Bill Poole wasn 't killed with a revolver.
It was a single barrelled pistol, such
as nobody would think of using now.

{ “There have been gangs of course,
ybut as 1 say, they were comparatively
harmless and unimportant. Perhaps
| one of the worst was the one known as
the car stable gang upjon the East Side
a few years ago. It was made up of real
fighters who did not hesitate to threaten
and even attack a policeman on duty,
but the police broke that up with com-
paratively little trouble.

I *You see polico methods were very

different formerly from what they are
'now. This new order No. 7 and the regu-
| lations about the use of weapons and the
strict accountability a policeman is held
to whenever he strikes even a blow with
his fist all make it impossaible to do what
we ured to do.

*Understand me, I'm not ecriticiaing
the new order of things. Mayor Gaynor
| has helped to bring it about, and he means

well. Commissioner Waldo is a good
‘m and is doing good work. And the
force {8 very different from what it was.
| They have more brains and iess muscle.
But | never had any trouble in making
the men ece what their duty was or in
getting them to do it.
|‘ *And the way was then to break up
.tha gangs. If they didn't disperse when
they were told to, somebody got hurt.
And it wasn't the polioeman usually, nor
did he get in trouble about it afterward.
| *l was in a high toned café the other
| night and a stranger came up and offered
| me his hand, saying that I had changed
| the whole course of his life. 1 asked him
| how that was, and he said:
| *'Iwaapretty fresh when [ wasa young
!fe]lu!r. and I was on Bixth avenue
|one night when you came up.

|and 1 went home and thought it
| over,
| Court.'

' Lentency for Blackmailers.

*What are generally called gangs are
| young fellows who get out on the street
|at night and stand together on the cor-
[ ners. It is hard to say what else they can
{do, but there is likely to be some mis-
| chief from it if they are not watched, and

all
Now I 'm a Judge of tho-Supreme

You |
|fanned me, and you fanned me good, |

large or how strong they are.
Power of the Gang.

Manifestly the plans of the organization |
are the work of men of ability nmongl
| the criminals. The details have been ro

well worked out and t !
|teer Tire Department of the time was | have been so 'umufzﬁr':“to?;ahl:::riol

l The problems are extremely difoult. |
|

frequently | leaders now have command of apparently |
Whatever money is |
! the meana of |
done with | executing a crime or to enable the offender
rganization | to escape the consequences of it appears

junlimited means.
I nended either to provid

to be ready at a monent's notice.

known for some time, but not even yet
| doos any one outside of them know how | command at the Oak street station, there |

“I remember in 1874, when | wasa in!

was & real gang in that precinot, for it happens.

was one of the tougheat in the city then.
They called it the Cherry street gang
and it had been a good deal talked about.
You hear it mentioned even now as one
of the bad gangs of the city, and 1 sup-
Anyhow it had
| such & reputation for violence that it
was the custom then to send policergen

pose it really was that,
)

out two together on their beats.

wlune,

Former Police Methods.

“Well, I pouldn't see the use of sending ‘
The Bullivan law concerning weapons |two men out together to talk politics
ovidently presents mo difficulty to these | instead of attending to duty, and I ln||

wasn't considered safe for one to go!

sirable charaoters.

& prizefighter,

| to the station housa,

fund he went away,

" ent.

according to the new order of things the
police must not interfere until something

“The old way was to drive out unde-
I remember a man
who came into my precinot once who was
I told one of my men

to bring him in, and he found him. They
| had some words and the policeman
| knocked him down, and then brought him
I told him he'd get
the same thing as long as he stayed around,

“The new order of things is very differ-
langsters that bluckmail und rob
at the point of the pistol and trade on
women are another sort, and the only way
I know of to handie them is for the courts

to give them the limit whenever they can

be oaught. But even that is criticised

nowadays. [ read of a Judge in Patersin

who sentenced some rioters to a year in

the penitentiary, and some of tho busi.

ness men—business men, mind you
to have him impeached.

*As to the law about carrying weupon-
what doeas it amount to? A tough can'y
buy a pistol in New York without hav e
it registered. So he goes to Jursey iy
and buys as many as he wants.

*The oadet sysiem is perhaps the b ]
eat problem of all 1 suppose there
always been more or less of that kina f
work going on, though we haven't leird
so much of it until the last fifteen yoire
or s0, and it is still .o much under cover
that it's hard to get at and still harder 1,
tight.

*Two things ought to be done, thoui
and one of them is generally done. 7T
is to s#nd the criminal up for the
when he or she is caught. Tiut th
fen't done. When a woman is ta'ien | om
the street she is fined and turned
on the street agaig. The fine goes
the sinking fund. Think of that. Eu
one of those unfortunate ocreatures is
working for the city of New York, and 1'»
city gets her wages, so she has to v -
harder to make up her losses. And &l s
fined more—the next time.

“What ought to b done is not to e
the women, but send them to a reforma-
tory. Eighty-five per cent. of them would
reform if they were sent where they had
a chance to think it over and were brought
under the influence of good Christian
women.

“The whole question of gangs comes
down to two things: The police force
could prevent them from gathering to-
gether if it was allowable to use the old
) time methods. We used to do it, and it
could be done now. That's one thing
Their organization would be much less
perfect and it would be harder for them
to act together if they had to dodge the
police all the time.

“The other thing seems to be up to
the courts, and that's the matter of deal-
ing with the gangsters individually
The rule seems to be to give the prisoner
not only the benefit of the doubi—he's
entitled to that of course when there is a
doubt—but he gets the benefit of every
technicality that his lawyer can raisc.
Look at the Brandt case!

“Bay a poiiceman brings a prisoner to

court. The lawyer objects to some of
the evidence he offers, and the court
sustains him, It would be convincing
if they would listen to the policeman, and
in & good many cases the court is realy
convinced, but for technical reasons the
| policeman can’t be heard, and the pris-
| oner goes back to his work. So it (oes
| not seem to me that the new method wor s
| as well as the old one did.”
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MILES OFF PEAT DEPOSITS

' If the deposits of coal in the United
| Btates ever become exhausted the con-
| sumer may fall back on peat, a fuel ¢

ply as yes undeveloped. It i= estimate.

that the peat deposits In this country
| cover an area of at least 11,000 squate
| miles, and that they contain the enot-
| mous total of 13,000,000,000 tons,

FPeat has been In extensive use in
many of the countries of Furope. noi-
bly Ireland, Holland, Germany, Russzin
France and Austria, for several cen
turles,

! In the U'nited Btates peat deposits aie
’round in the New England and otler
| Northern Btates, alonz the Atlantle
coast, in Texas, and on the Paclfic coast.
‘ln parta of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island may still be seen traces of aban-
doned peat bogs from which early Co-
lonial settlers obtalned thelr fuel sup-
ply. As means of transportation in-
creased coal came Into gradual use and
finally caused the mining of peat to 4
discontinued almost entirely.

Peat i»s partly decomposed and dis-
integrated vegetable matter. Its eorigin
ia similar to that of coal, though 1i
period of time required for its formation
is conslderably less. It varies In colcr
from brown to black, and In texture I
coarse and porous or light and spons:
Whin exposed to the a!r for drylog i
crumbles and is therefore diMcult to
transport for any distance upless con-
verted into bricks.

Peat abounds only in wet or marshy
lands. The beds are nearly always
found just below the surface of the
ground, and for that reason the cost of
mining is comparatively small. No e\
pensive machinery is required for tul:-
Ing it out, and there are no attending
dangers as In the case of coal mining:

For commercial purposes it ls cob
verted, in ita plastio state, into bricks
by machinery, After drying in the oped
wir for several days the bricks ."t r::d!
for shipment. A ton of peat thustr
eomr'l‘lm-nubuut half tmrlu of & tod
of coal, but it is sald that even the best
lr?de o'r coal has not twice the heatiné
value o L.

As ml;‘t::.bo Inferred from its kinship
to coal, peat has & number of by-
preducts of commercial importance, H“;
us dyes, ammonia and tanning lﬂl"“‘b"
Experiments are now under way Y
chemists looking to the fuller develop
ment of this potential asset in the
wealth of the world. 8 thi

As ono of the natural resources ©i ‘10
United States peat is bound to occups |
place well to the front In years to ¢ i
it 1s a cheap source of heat and \j~-\'\_";
canlly mined and readily chisigsd 279 0
safo form for transportation, aid ‘f."...
idea of its prominence in the [ubll
commerce of the worid may t
from the fact that experts est
total value at §$40,000,000,000,
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